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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. For examination purposes, a foreign 
priority date of 27 December 2002 has been granted. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 4 April 2005 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it 
is presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most 
knowledgeable about the content of the information, of each patent listed that is not in 
the English language. Specifically, the document JP 57-1 17655 does not have an 
English translation or explained in the specification. It has been placed in the application 
file, but only the figures have been considered. 

Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Language Interpretation 

The term "groove" is set forth by Applicant on page 1 1 , lines 8-1 1 of the instant 
specification. 
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The term "flexible portion" is set forth by Applicant on page 1 1 , lines 17-22 of the 
instant specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brisebois 
et al. (US 6,312,416). Regarding claims 1-2 Brisebois discloses sanitary napkin 20 
having liquid absorbent topsheet 42 (column 3, lines 14-20); comprises pattern of 
bending lines/grooves 102,104 that are created on outer cover/absorbent layer 42, 
extend in a longitudinal direction, and are laterally spaced apart from a longitudinal 
centerline 34, a separation distance between bending lines smallest on a 
lateral/transverse reference line 36; and front and rear end portions having 
recesses/bending lines extending toward a rear end/distal edge respectively from a 
starting point located closer to the rear end edge than the lateral reference line 36 and 
having a portion located between the compressed grooves; the front and rear end 
edges and front and rear flexible portions located at an equal distance apart from lateral 
reference line 36 (column 10, lines 11-34; column 12, lines 50-51; figures 1-2). 

Regarding claim 3 Brisebois further discloses compressed grooves and front and 
rear portions are formed in a pattern symmetrical about lateral reference line 36 (figures 
1-2). 
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Regarding claim 4 Brisebois discloses multiple/additional compressed grooves 
provided side by side (figures). 

Regarding claim 5 Brisebois inherently discloses rear flexible portion thickness 
smaller than a region outside the rear portion without extra recesses present in flexible 
portions since the extra flexible portions present in the rear portion are compressed 
regions that necessarily reduce the thickness of the rear portion. 

Regarding claim 6 Brisebois discloses hot melt adhesive for adhering the article 
to the undergarment disposed on garment surface present along the surface area of the 
article (column 9, lines 28-40). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Blanchard et al. (US 2001/0007065) discloses absorbent sanitary 
napkin 30 comprising liquid absorbent body cover layer 2; hinges/grooves 50 
compressed from skin facing side to garment facing side and extending longitudinally 
and are laterally spaced apart from a longitudinal centerline 1 1 to provide bending for 
optimum user fit and controlled bunching, a separation distance between grooves 50 is 
smallest on a lateral/transverse reference line 2; and front and rear portions with a 
recess/compressed channels 31 extending towards rear/distal ends 19, 20 from a 
starting point that is located closer to the rear end edge than lateral reference line 2 with 
adhesive garment attachment means. Emenaker et al. (US 5,830,296) discloses 
sanitary absorbent napkin 20 with compressed grooves/embossments 34 with smallest 
distance at lateral line & front and rear portions w/recesses 34 at a point closer to 
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rear/distal end edge. Mizutani (US 5,795,345) discloses sanitary napkin 1 w/embossed 
grooves 5 having smallest spacing apart at a distance near lateral line III, III. Richards 
(US 4,059,1 14) discloses absorbent garment shield w/ two continuous lines of 
embossments 15 impressed in body-facing surface w/smallest distance at lateral 
centerline 4-4. Berba et al. (US 6,953,451) discloses sanitary napkin 20 
w/embossments 75,76 near transverse centerline 36 and front and rear flexible portions 
outside embossments. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura C. Hill whose telephone number is 571-272-7137. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday (hours vary). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571-272-11 15. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Laura C Hill 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3761 
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